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OVERVIEW

The official Country of the Year (COTY) at this year’s Viva Technology (VivaTech), Europe’s largest
technology and innovation event in Paris, is Germany! Marking its ten-year anniversary in 2026,
VivaTech will be celebrating a whole decade of ideas, inspirational concepts and technological
breakthroughs — and Germany is set to play a key role in this very special milestone. Represented
at the event by Startup Germany, it will be emphasising its relevance as a reliable, value-oriented
and cooperative European innovation partner. In keeping with the motto of “United by_", Germany
will demonstrate how technological excellence, responsibility and European values create the

synergies required to shape a sustainable future.

Germany has positioned itself as a hub of innovation and technology, strengthening Europe’s digital
sovereignty and acting as a bridge-builder between business, science and society. At the heart of it
allis the Franco-German innovation partnership, which has been central to securing European

cooperation.

As Country of the Year, Germany will turn the spotlight on its leading innovation ecosystems and
demonstrate how technology, responsibility and partnerships can be developed to make a
substantial impact — through real applications, practical use cases and measurable results. The
goal is to achieve visible, tangible and scalable innovation through an approach that is

transparent, cooperative and progressive.

KEY FACTS

Date: June 17-20, 2026
Location: Paris Expo Porte de Versailles, Hall 7.3, Place de la Porte de Versailles, 75015 Paris

Participants: Around 200 startups, along with federal, state and innovation ecosystem representatives

Website: www.germany-vivatech.de

LinkedIn: www.linkedin.com/company/germany-vivatech-2026
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OBJECTIVE

Germany will be using Viva Technology 2026 to establish itself as a driving force of technological

innovation in Europe — bold, networked and value-driven.

The goalis to highlight the sustainable innovative concepts that have resulted from open cooperation
and strong partnerships. At the heart of it all is the Franco-German innovation partnership as the key
element to securing European cooperation. Germany will also be establishing its role as a reliable
partner, responsible for making startup, research and industry connections, promoting scalable

solutions and manifesting the innovative power of Europe.

TOPIC HIGHLIGHTS

=+ Al & Deep Tech | Industry =+ Sovereignty & Resilience
=+ Secure, Efficient & Affordable Energy Systems =+ Smart Living & Digital Society
=+ Life Sciences, Health & Bio-Tech

HIGHLIGHTS & KEY PLAYER

Around 200 startups, as well as innovation and startup units from the German federal states and
partners of the German government

Around 150 stakeholders and partners, among them research projects, support programmes and
Franco-German initiatives

Involvement of 14 German federal states
Franco-German innovation partnership as a key element
Presentation of superb cooperation projects

Stage programme with keynotes, pitches, panels and interactive formats

Participation of Dorothee Bar, Federal Minister of Research, Technology and Space and Dr. Karsten
Wildberger, Federal Ministry for Digital Transformation and Government Modernisation

Participation of state ministers, as well as C-level speakers

OFFICIAL SIDE EVENTS

Startup Germany Night Franco-German Cooperation Night
Date: 17.06.2026 Date: 18.06.2026

Location: La Serre - Paris Expo Porte de Versailles, Location: Voie 15, 397 Bis Rue de

2 Av. de la Prte de la Plaine, 75015 Paris, France Vaugirard, 75015 Paris, France
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SHORT PROFILE

Represented at Viva Technology 2026 by Startup Germany, Germany will be showcasing its
importance as a reliable, value-oriented and cooperative European innovation partner. As Country of
the Year, it will be showcasing its leading innovation ecosystems and demonstrating how

technology, responsibility and partnerships can be developed to tangible effect.

The spotlight will be on topics such as Al & Deep Tech, Life Sciences & Health, Energy & Mobility,
Smart Living & Digital Society, as well as Sovereignty & Resilience — with practical applications and

measurable results.

One key element is the Franco-German innovation partnership: startups, research institutes and
industry partners will jointly present scalable solutions, strengthen European cooperation and

promote sustainable innovation.

With approximately 200 startups, as well as numerous partners representing the country’s federal
and regional authorities, Germany will demonstrate the variety and strength of its innovation

ecosystem.

Germany @ VivaTech 2026 is where ideas make an impact, partnerships facilitate scaling and the
story of innovation in Europe becomes verifiably real — on behalf of the Germany's Federal Ministry

for Economic Affairs and Energy.

PRESS CONTACT

Claudia Behrendt
Director Consultancy
vivatech2026@rckt.com
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